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LAUEIE LITTLE, BOMIT BEIALEL

ﬂhy the Chicago Force's match against the
Oklaboma ."w:ngcr.t was called off after a tor-
nado hit Oklahoma City and destroyed the homes of
three of their players—including the quarterback’s.

“They found her unconscious in the bathtub, no house,”
says Ronit Bezalel, who codirected A Day on th¢ Foree, a

documentary about Chicago’s franchise in the fmlra:.-'c.ir- :

old Independent Womens Foothall League. “She was
OK, though. The Force had a food drive 1o help them.”

The 50-minute digital video, which screens this
weekend, is full of examples of this all-for-one attitude.
Initally shot by Bezalel, Sree Nallamothu, and Laurie
Lictle as pare of last year'’s 72 Hour Feature Project, the
hlm focuses on theee players and the team’s 55-0 rout of
the San Diego SeaCarz a week after the Avengers forfeir.
The players, who aren’t paid, sell raffle rickets to raise
money, drive themaelves to games, and help each other
suit up. In one scene, defensive tackle Maria Kreevich

falks abour how badly she wanted to play football in
high school—until the coach threw a jockstrap in her
face and rold her that she could play as soon as she could
hil ie.

*1 was amazed by how dedicated they were despite
the hardships,” says Bezalel. *They couldn’t hnd a prac-
tice facility and finally found an abandoned popcom fac-
tory with paint pecling off the walls. They found a way
to juggk commuiting and day jobs, and they get nothing
in return—they actually had ro buy their own uniforms
They're really doing it for the love of the game.”

The same could be said of the hlmmakers, who met in
the late 90s in Columbia College’s graduate program
Bezalel took four years to hnish her thesis projece, the
well-received Vorces of Cabrini, 2 documentary on the re-
development of Cabrini Green. A football fan, she saw the
Force p]a:r' last JJHLL.‘II}' and timught it would make a great
subject for a movie, "It was just a really near family atmos-
phere.” she says. "And it was really cool to see all these
WOIEn LN F"J.d'i and p]:n:ri ng foothall.” Fi.g'l.ltin]._: she could-
nt do it on her own, she called up Nallamothu and Liutle
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On Film: on the gridiron with the ladies of the Force

and pot them to come check out the team

“1 was never interested 1n spectator sports, says
Ligtle. =1 Erew up with 3 Famuly that shouted at the TV,
and |d go up to my room disgusted and play guitar

But, she says, °1 thoughe itd make a grear story because
1S %0 unuswal.
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they carry themselves and play the game,  says
Mallamothu. “[r was the hrst nme theyd playved profes-
1onally, so we got to sce them play in a way we wouldnt
have seen this vear or three years [rom now,

[he 72 Hour Feature Project required them to shoot
and edit their ilm in no more than three days, but in the
months leading up to the competition they got a lot of
practice shooting other Force games. They Interviewed
the players and wrote a loose script, and just betore the
SeaCanz game called in a bunch of fniends to make up
nine camera crews. They filmed the first day, then spent
48 hours editing, drinking coffec, and taking turns nap-
ping. "It was the EJ'I.'I'FI."I.'I sctup, says Bezalel, because with
all three of them working full-time day jobs they didn't
have the ume or money to stretch 1t out anyway.

A rough cut was séreened at the festival last May. [e
took home an honorable mention, but the Almmakers
knew they wanted a more p-nli*ih-n{ plece. In the last year
they scraped together the :I-n-u[_:h o recdit and add addi-
tional footage, including an epilogue covering che play-
ofls, where the Force lost the conlerence championship
to the Sacramento Sirens, 47-7.

These days Little is working with Nallamothu (who
now lives in Toronto) on the scrpt for a feature called
“Rats Have Rights,” about a group of people living in 2
|‘ru|:|.||r'.}; L] I lewon Avenue: Hl:.f.l.:fl it tlated fo F'-:'-:'I-L!lln.'r
They've submitted their Alm to a bunch of festivals and
are hoping to work with the IWFL to ger it shown in
other cities. [hey sall try to catch the Force, who are un-
defeated this scason, whenever they can.

The flmmakers and several players will attend screen-
ings of A Day on the Force on Friday, Apnil 30, ar 8:15
and Sunday, May 2, at 5 at the Gene Siskel Film Center,
164 N. State. Tickets are $9; call 312-846-2800 or scc
the movie listings in Section Two. The Force play the
New Hampshire Freedom at 3 PM on Sarurday, May 1,
at Saint Rita High School’s Doyle Stadium, 7740 5.
Western. Tickets are $10, $5 for kids; see www. Chicago
—CURL JEPSEN

forcefootball.com.
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